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Village collectors have recently found a population of a species of Paphiopedilum that has 
never been collected before in Sabah. The plants are large with dark green strap leaves up to 
50 cm long and 5 cm broad. A few plants were flowering when collected and bore very long 
inflorescences over a metre and a half in length and bearing up to 10 flowers. The flowers were 
about the size of those of P. stonei (Hook.) Stein but of a greenish-buff with purple stripes on 
the dorsal sepal and synsepal and purple venation within the lip. The petals were linear- 
tapering, decurved and twisted spirally in the apical third. The staminode, an important feature 
in the genus, was white with buff-brown hairs on the upper margin and along the sides towards 
the apex. 


In most features these plants agree well with the description of P. kolopakingii Fowlhie (Fig. 1), 
a species previously only known from north-central Kalimantan. The Sabahan plants (Fig. 2, 
L. Han & A. Lamb KNP 08130, Kinabalu Park Herbarium) differ slightly from Kalimantan 
material we have examined in having more spirally twisted petals and a white staminode with 
a less hairy margin. The dorsal sepal is ovate and shorter than the typical from Kalimantan. 
Unfortunately the flowers we have examined were in poor condition and it may be that fresh 
flowers will more closely resemble typical Kalimantan material. 





Fig. 1. Paphiopedilum kolopakingii Fowlie. A: habit. - B: leaf apex. - C: part of inflorescence. - D: 
dorsal sepal. - E: synsepal. - F: petal. - G: lip, longitudinal section. - H: column, side view. - J: column, 
oblique view. - K: anthers. A-C drawn from a cultivated specimen at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 
D-K from Fowlie s.n. by Judi Stone. Scale: single bar divided into mm; double bar divided into cm. 
(Reproduced from Orchids of Borneo Vol. 3 with kind permission of The Sabah Society and the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew) 
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The exact locality of this population is unknown. The collectors claimed that it came from the 
eastern side of Kinabalu, but whether within the park or not is unknown. The collectors found 
the plants growing on a cliff and had to reach them on a rope from above. If the locality is 
confirmed this represents an extraordinary extension of distribution for this magnificent 
species which has the longest inflorescences in the genus and the most flowers per spike of 
any species in the section Coryopedium. 





Fig. 2. Close up of flower of Paphiopedilum kolopakingii from Mount Kinabalu. (L. Han & A. Lamb 
KNP 08130) (Photo: A. Lamb) 


59 


